are expected to pave the way for a further expansion of nurses' roles.
The protocols from the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) cover more than ten areas (see box) and are due to be pub lished by the end of next month.
The aim of the protocols, drawn up at the request of the English health department and the Welsh Assembly, is to clarify which patients should be referred to specialist services.
They will follow protocols dealing with cancer referrals, which were published last week by the health department and came into effect this week. 
